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Library Director’s Report

Message from the Director
A new year is upon us, and in the public library world this
offers a perfect opportunity to return to our traditional
raison d’être: the library as a place to get books. Each
January, we’re delighted to share with our community
the Top Read Books of the year. Below you are given a
glimpse into the reading activity of the GPL community in
2025!

Thanks to our colleagues at CWMARS, this is a relatively
easy (and always fascinating) task to compile and share.
Data is a driving force in libraries, particularly when it
comes to selecting books for our shelves. With the
enormous number of titles published each year, we rely
on circulation data to guide our decisions. And the users-
-you--have spoken.

Much of the library’s other work operates on a fiscal
calendar, running from July 1 through June 30, so you’ll
need to wait a bit longer for additional data and reports
about the library as a whole.

If you’re looking for New Year’s resolution inspiration, or
simply something new to read, watch, or listen to, be sure
to browse the book and new materials displays on the
main floor of the library. And as always, if there’s
something you’re interested in that we don’t currently
have, we encourage you to fill out a recommendation
form. We truly value your input.

Finally, while winter seems to be fully upon us, we invite
you to check out our events calendar for wonderful
programs designed to carry you through these cold
months. We look forward to seeing you at the library.

“In times of
trouble,
libraries are
sanctuaries.”
- Susan Orlean,
The Library Book

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/61126110
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Library Director’s Report

Thank you to the Friends of Greenfield Public Library who
generously support and fund all of the Library’s programs.

Other December Highlights
Winter’s Farmer’s Market

Meet a Therapy Dog (children)

Holiday Cookie Recipe Exchange (adult)

Nutcracker Storytime and Craft (children)

Wildlife Presentation (all ages)

Zine Workshop (adult)

Nintendo Switch Tournament (tween)

Local Author Book Fair (all ages)

Oddly Satisfying Crafts (teen)

In Our Gallery:
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Statistical Highlights (library usage):

MONTHLY DOOR COUNT
Total: 12,382

Total: 343

MONTHLY STUDY ROOM
USAGE COUNT

MONTHLY WIRELESS USAGE 
Total: 2,461

Number of library sponsored events: 38
All non-library sponsored events: 10

Circulation: Patron borrowing: 16,798

Newly added materials:  549

Top borrowed titles: 
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Miscellaneous Library
Updates:
Food for all!
At the November 2025 meeting of the Greenfield
Public Library Board of Trustees, the Board voted to
support a local initiative to provide meals for
community members at the library one evening
each month.
“Food for the Stomachs,” a collaboration with local
resident Don Wright, began on Wednesday,
December 17, 2025. The program is a Crockpot
Community Meal held on the third Wednesday of
each month through April 2026.
The first meal, held on December 17, 2025, served
more than 20 members of our community.

Greenfield Public Library’s
Website Redesign!
If you haven’t already noticed, the library has a newly redesigned
website. This project was more than a year in the making and was a
collaboration with a website design class from the Simmons
School of Library and Information Science, offered through the
GCC campus.
We knew our website needed some TLC, but staff did not have the
time or resources to take on a full redesign. At the same time,
Simmons students were looking for a real-world project—making
this a true win-win. The students reviewed library websites from
across the country and developed a proposed design, which
library staff reviewed and refined over several weeks. That mockup
was then shared with our web designer, and the site has been
updated gradually.
A project like this would typically be quite costly, but thanks to this
partnership, it was completed at little to no expense. While the new
site isn’t flashy, it is more user-friendly and visually pleasing,
making it easier to find the information you need.
We are still fine-tuning content and welcome your feedback. If you
notice any incorrect information or feel something is missing,
please let us know, we appreciate your help in making the site
better for everyone.



The GPL received some great local media coverage during the month of
November! If you missed the articles, you’ll find the headlines below.

If you’re unable to access them from your device, don’t worry—we have print
copies available in the library’s Local History Room, and we can also help you
access the digital versions. Just visit or call our Information Services staff for
assistance.

Thank You Greenfield Public Library, John David Bowles
Greenfield Recorder, December 11, 2025

A Week at the Greenfield Public Library, Daniel Cantor Yalowitz
Greenfield Recorder, December 22, 2025
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In the News:

In Our Galleries:
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Library Snapshots:

Library Custodian, Dan, works hard to make 
coming to the library safe for all!

Teen Librarian, Francesca, and Greenfield Middle
School Librarian Hillary O’Malley at GMS’s

“Hot Cocoa and Cookies Night”

Patrons Amanda and Evie found
the gnome hidden in the stacks - yay!

Local archivist, Tom Doyle (left),  and Simmons School of Library and
Information Science archive student, Noelle (right) taking care of the local

history Room collection as part of the Community Preservation
Committee Grant program

Holiday craft classes in the makerspace

Zine making class in the Makerspace



Library Director’s Monthly Report: December 2025 Page  7

Library Snapshots:

Teens engrossed in an art project in the Teen Room Monica Aguilar, owner of local mural company
Chasing Trails Art, paints a fun winter scene

on the library windows.

Volunteer Marianne Snow leads a pillowcase
making class in the Makerspace

Children’s librarian, Ellen, concludes a
holiday storytime with the bubble machine!

A patron gets ahead of the game
by wrapping her gifts at the Library!

Jingle Fest Elves perform in the library too!



Here are some highlights for January:

More details available on our calendar at greenfieldpubliclibrary.org

Cat Castles

Beginning Needle Felting Workshop

Choose Your Own Adventure: A “Pick Your Own Book” Club, with Zoey Erickson

Meet a Therapy Dog 

Valentine Shadow Boxes 

Winter Ecology and Horticulture Workshop with Erik Vegeto

Drop in Mending Clinic

GPL Zine Club Presents: Construction Workshop with Bee Leake

Dear Neighbor: Letters of Light During Dark Times

Legislative Meet and Greet 

Upcoming Events of Note:
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